
January 2023 
JANUARY 

 

5 - School Resumes 

5 - Battle of the Books study session  

     3:00 - 4:00pm 

6 - Lunch on the Lawn 

6 - Classroom Awards  

6 - Report Cards on ParentVue 

11 - School Spelling Bee 

11 - Lunch on the Lawn 

12 - Talent Show Dress Rehearsal  

       3:15 - 5:15 

12 - PTO Meeting 3:45pm 

13 - Lunch on the Lawn 

13 - Talent Show for Parents 6:00pm 

16 - NO SCHOOL Civil Rights Day 

18 - Lunch on the Lawn 

19 - Classroom Photos 

19 - Battle of the Books study session  

       3:00 - 4:00pm 

19 - Student Council Meeting 3:00pm 

20 - Lunch on the Lawn 

24 - Battle of the Books battle #2  9:00am 

25 - Lunch on the Lawn 

26 - Parent Night #Forward 

27 - Lunch on the Lawn 

27 - Ranch College Days (wear your  

       favorite college team shirt) 

 
Ranch Elementary School 

43521 N. Kenworthy Rd. San Tan Valley, AZ 85140 
Ph: 480-882-3530  Fax: 480-655-6412 

   www.ranch.jocombs.org   

Office Hours: Monday - Friday  7:30 - 4:00 

RANCH STAFF JANUARY 
BIRTHDAYS 

14 - Diana Tabor - Teacher 
18 - Susan Winkler - Teacher 

30 - Gretchen Scheurich - 
Speech 

31 - Amalia Artiga - Teacher  

Kyler Meyer 

I nominate Kyler Meyer as student of the month 
for respect. Kyler is a 1st grade student who 
consistently follows classroom rules and is a role 
model for his classmates. He shows up to school 
in the morning ready to learn and has a positive 
influence on his classmates that makes them 
want to learn too. He follows classroom rules, 

completes his work thoughtfully, and is respectful in all areas on our 
campus. Kyler is an active participant in class discussions, and he lis-
tens attentively to those that are sharing ideas and clarifies infor-
mation to help him be successful within his learning. He sets an exam-
ple for those around him, and I look forward to continuing to see him 
share his ability to respect others throughout this year. It is an abso-
lute joy to have him in my class. Great job Kyler! 
 

       
   Ms. Beffre Respect 

Help Wanted  
 

Playground Aide Wanted 

Monday - Friday 10:45 - 12:45 

Please apply at  

https://jocombs.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx 

https://jocombs.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx


Young Coyotes EYC 
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Young coyotes will start back up in the 
New year on January 4th. We will finish 

our Unit "Healthy Me" in our Pre-K on the way cur-
riculum and we will start the new Unit "Let's Cre-
ate. Our letters are O, P & Q and our are numbers 
12,13 &14. The shape of the month is an Oval and 
our focus color is Black/White. As every month our 
main goal is play to learn and learn to play. We are 
a tuition-based program, Quality First, 4-star Day-
care/Preschool program for 3–5-year old’s. We are 
open from 6:30 am to 6:00 pm, Monday - Friday 

The EYC preschool classrooms will 
be learning all about animals and 
their habitats during the month of 
January.  We will be focusing on the colors 
white and black and the shape of an 
oval.  Our concepts are hot and cold. Our 
letters/sounds will be K & G.   Help us rein-
force our theme and vocabulary at home by 
reading books about different animals and 
where they live. It will be a fun month of 
“Discovering Animals!” 

This month during reading students will be 
describing how a character in a story re-
sounds when something major happens! The 
students will be demonstrating their under-
standing of addition and subtraction within 
1,000. They will be using old strategies to 
solve problems and new 
ones.  During science students will contin-
ue with their understanding of sounds being 
made by vibrations. They will be learning that 
sounds can travel through solids, liquids, and 
gases. We're looking forward to having a 
great rest of the school year! 

Second Grade 

In Fundations, first graders are 
working hard on reading and writing words with 
glued sounds such all –an and –am and soon we 
will be working with words with ang, ing, ong,and 
ung! Please continue to read with your child 
every night to support their reading fluency. In 
math, we are working on place value, comparing 
numbers, and telling time. Students should be 
able to identify the amount of tens and ones in 
a 2 digit number using concrete objects, place 
value cards or drawings. They should be able to 
tell time to the hour and the half hour.  

First Grade 

Third Grade 

Happy New Year!! We will be starting off the New Year with NEW expectations.  We will 
begin to learn about Fractions in Math and learning about central message and point of 
view in ELA.   

Welcome back kinders! This month in math 
we will be continuing to compare numbers, 
work with teen numbers as well as learn 
about measurement. In ELA, we will begin to 
compare and contrast stories as well as con-
tinue main events, characters and setting. In 
science, we will be learning about arctic ani-
mals and cause and effect. Continue to review 
letters, sounds and sight words. 

Kindergarten  

In the month of January our Scholastic theme is 
Healthy Me.  The four weeks include: My Body, 
Let’s Eat, Taking care, and Safe and sound. Some 
of the questions include learning parts of the body 
and what they do, what foods do we like and where 
do those foods come from, how can we stay 
healthy, and how can we protect ourselves. Our 
colors are black and white. Our shape is an oval. 
Our letters are Oo, Pp, and Qq. Our numbers are 
11 and 12. Our math focus is patterning. Our liter-
acy focus is beginning sounds. 

Kinder Prep 
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Counselor’s Corner 

Welcome back from break, and Happy New Year!! 
6th grade is excited to start the second half of 
the year! This is a crucial time in 6th grade, we 
get to learn all about Middle School, and start 
thinking about our classes for next year. In ELA 
we are reading all about modern technology and 
how it is helpful to our society. In Math we are 
starting Geometry! This is an exciting but chal-
lenging concept, and we will be using lots of visuals 
during this math unit! In Social Studies we are 
continuing to explore ancient cultures, with lots of 
fun group projects! In Science we are exploring 
the Human Body and learning all about the differ-
ent body systems! We will learn a little about ge-
netics as well!   

Fourth Grade 

Happy January! I hope you all had wonderful hol-
idays! We are kicking this year off right by 
learning how to compare two different texts 
with the same concept and learning about natu-
ral disasters in reading. For science, we will be 
learning about how the Earth has changed and 
will continue to do so. For math, we will be learn-
ing to multiply fractions. In social studies, we 
will be starting to learn about European explor-
ers.  

Sixth Grade 

Happy New Year! We hope everyone had a 
wonderful winter break! This quarter we will 
continue to focus on our JA BizTown curricu-
lum in preparation for our field trip on Febru-
ary 24th. Don't forget that your child's per-
mission slip, photo consent form, and payment 
(check or exact cash) must be received by 
your child's homeroom teacher no later than 
Friday, January 24th. We look forward to a 
great third quarter! 

Fifth Grade 

We have been having a lot of fun in PE!  The 
4th-6th grade students just finished the one
-mile walk/jog/run in preparation for the Ug-
ly Sweater run on December 19th.  All the 
students have recorded their final time on a 
score sheet.  Kindergarten - 2nd grade stu-
dents have practiced for the Ugly Sweater 
run by doing 4 laps around the outside of the 
soccer field.  Coach Gorman was able to finish 
his mile walk/jog/run in a time of 9:50. Dur-
ing the Ugly Sweater run we will be playing 
Christmas music on the PA system to get 
them in the spirit. The kids will have 30 
minutes to do as many laps as they can.  Have 
a safe and happy holiday season. 

Physical Education  

As we approach the Winter Break, we wanted to celebrate the progress that our Ranch Classrooms are 
making with our Social Emotional Learning (SEL) lessons. All grade levels are or have finished Unit 2 on 
Emotion Management and some have already begun lessons from Unit 3 on Empathy & Kindness.  
 

Working on Emotion Management helps students learn how to identify emotions in themselves and others 
and apply strategies to manage their emotions. This helps students deal with frustrating and/or unex-
pected situations.  
 

Helping students with Empathy & Kindness provides them with the confidence to learn to recognize and 
demonstrate kind acts. This also helps students with decision making and managing emotions. Here are links 
by grade level to more information on Unit 3: Empathy & Kindness. 
 

Kindergarten Home Link Kindergarten Unit 3 

1st Grade Home Link 1st grade Unit 3 

2nd Grade Home Link 2nd Grade Unit 3 

3rd Grade Home Link 3rd Grade Unit 3 

4th Grade Home Link 4th Grade Unit 3 

5th Grade Home Link 5th Grade Unit 3 

6th Grade is currently working on Bullying Prevention and Actions. 

https://assets.ctfassets.net/wjuty07n9kzp/16siPsBijEKO9z6bGqzSsB/d5e117d3583ee0ae6ca8de03dba2383c/sstep-k8-gk-u3-home-link.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/wjuty07n9kzp/78EukzfuvRf36QSVUovmgk/db3c3635df13f25b08a2e99617884053/sstep-k8-g1-u3-home-link.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/wjuty07n9kzp/4PVd6AEqiStf2LXWNN7piO/d6abdd31d08484feba1264f1ae4ee060/sstep-k8-g2-u3-home-link.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/wjuty07n9kzp/2oNiHtQ459vV63WffA3P5Z/d81b02990f73be65d655e00db770837f/sstep-k8-g3-u3-home-link.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/wjuty07n9kzp/2qwEdtcKdwjxMid3xlptSe/8918aa8ac9f68c637ba5107da85c92bd/sstep-k8-g4-u3-home-link.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/wjuty07n9kzp/6EOD0kM5WZMBJgw61yytx8/536d2a00e7a1df0ada5eab230e33376b/sstep-k8-g5-u3-home-link.pdf
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Technology  

After the Christmas break, students will 
be exploring 3D computer modeling with a 
program called Sketchup. We will manipu-
late geometric shapes in a 3D space to 
construct various real-world objects. K-2 
will also be doing Sketchup with lessons 
appropriate for their age groups.3rd grade 
will be building a house, pool, and car. 4th-
6th will be modeling various locations 
throughout San Tan Valley. A secondary 
goal will be to model spaceships. Programs 
like this are used in game design, architec-
ture, advertising, movie special effects 

Ranch Choir will start back up on  
JANUARY 24TH, TUESDAYS 3-4 PM. 

  
They learned all their songs so well for their 
concert in December.  If there is anyone 
interested in joining this semester, now is 
the time! Please have your child come see me 
or have them let their teacher know and 
they will reach out to me to get the infor-
mation and contract. Thank you to the won-
derful choir students for all of their hard 
work and enthusiasm!! 

Our December lessons turned out so 
well!!  We got to read simple music nota-
tion and rhythms while playing many in-
struments, hand drums, bells, triangles, 
maracas, tambourines, guiro’s and the 
wood blocks. I’m happy to say the classes 
are getting quicker at following expecta-
tions when getting an instrument. They 
are taking the responsibility of handling 
them as well and being ready, so they 
know when to play.  This quarter I would 
like to implement group activities espe-
cially with my 3rd and 4th grades. I’m 
thinking about teaching recorders.  

Music 
Orchestra  

I’m so proud of all my orchestra students for how 
they prepared and got ready for their concert. 
They are learning to come into class preparing and 
getting ready for class. They are focusing much 
better. I appreciate your support in asking about 
their instrument whether they are bringing it home 
to practice and making sure to bring both instru-
ment and music on their orchestra days. Being a 
part of your child's educational journey is essential 
in anything they are learning. I love watching your 
child perform and to see their dedication. Don’t 
forget to ask your child to play their instrument 
for you because this will count as practice!  I know 
they love to perform and show what they know. 
Your interest will keep their interest.  

Choir 

The 5th and 6th Grade Bands had an amazing concert in December! This 
quarter the lightbulb will really start to "click" with our Ranch Band students! We will 

see a lot of growth this quarter! The 6th Grade has mostly completed their method book, so we 
will mostly be using it as a warmup book and learning and growing through Full Band Arrangement 
songs, like "Dr. Rock"- only more challenging! The 6th Grade Advanced Band will be performing at 
the Talent Show on Friday, Jan. 13!! We are so excited to share our skills with the whole school! 
 
The 5th Grade Band will start off the new year reviewing their 1st 5 notes. It's extremely im-
portant for your 5th Grade Band students to know the NAME of the note by sight, WHERE it be-
longs on the music staff, and HOW to finger it correctly. We will start the new quarter learning 2 
more notes and adding MORE rhythmic patterns! This gives the students more range in the 
types of songs they will be able to play in the future! They will also be learning to play their 
1st Full Band Arrangement Song- each section has their own part! (so far we have all been 
playing the exact same thing together!)  
 
This quarter in Band will be so much fun! Mark your calendars for Thursday, March 2 at 
6:00 pm for our next concert!  

Band 
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Selvi Peoples 

     I would like to nominate Selvi Peoples as the employee of 
the month for Certificated Staff.  Selvi is extremely help-
ful and caring! Although she is new to Ranch this year, she 
is teaching me a lot more than I am teaching her.  She truly 
cares about who you are and offers encouraging words to 
help you keep going. Selvi is truly amazing!  If you don’t 
know her, you are really missing out!  
                                 Christa Moak 

Stefani St. George 

I would like to nominate Stefani St. George as employee of the 
month for Support Staff: As the head of PTO, she is always 
thinking of new ways to support our students and staff.  Wheth-
er it be fundraising, catering lunches for our staff or keeping 
the “Lift me Up” bar stocked.  Stefani is a welcome addition to 
our team!!   
        Anonymous  

I would like to nominate Stefani St. George as employee of the 
month for Support Staff.    Recently Stefani became a staff 

member of our little Ranch family.  We cannot be more happy, she is such a 
calming presence in a sometimes crazy environment. She tries to see both 
sides of every situation and is not fast to jump to conclusions. Stefani is al-
ways smiling and offering to help out wherever we need her.  You can really 
tell that she truly cares about our students.  Thank you Stefani for all your 
hard work.  It does not go unnoticed.  
  

         Debbie Mertens  
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For ALL Current  6th 
Grade Students  
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News from the District 
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News from the District 

https://www.jocombs.org/supportjobs


Page 11 


